August 2021

Special points of interest:

e September Open House
e Class Schedule

® First Three Days

o Athletics and Activities
¢ “Good Standing”

e Freshman Orientation

School Begins In Person Wednesday, September 1

GHS NEWSLETTER

All Students Start 8:00 AM, Wednesday, Sept. 1

FAMILY CONNECTION Meetings Wed PM, Thurs PM & Evening

Goldendale

High School

Core Covenants
Respect
Integrity
Commitment
Positive Attitude

TOLYES

| MEBERW

Students
and Staff
Improving
Every Day!

Dear Goldendale High School Parents and Students:

Welcome to the 2021-22
school year! We are cur-
rently preparing for the first
day of school, Wednesday,
September 1. During the first
three days of school, stu-
dents will attend classes in
the morning and families
will be asked to come in the
afternoon or evening for a 20
minute conference, similar to
last year’s Family Orienta-
tion, to connect with advi-
sors and with technology.
Teachers will be calling or
emailing soon to set those
up. We want to be sure you
and our students have every-

thing you will need to be
highly successful this year.
Please take the time to
look through our GHS
Student Handbook which
is already on the GHS
Website. Students will re-
view it during the first
weeks of school and we
will ask you to sign an
acknowledgement and
agreement that you know
how to view a copy
through the website or
have a copy for home. If
you have any questions
please call or make an
appointment.

Open House for Parents and Students, Sept. 14

This year, Goldendale High
School will host an Open
House for Parents and
Students after the year
begins. The tentative date
is Tuesday, September 14,
and we will start in the
gymnasium at 6:00 P.M.
This meeting is for All
Parents and Students at-
tending the 2021-2022
school year. We will begin
with an introduction of our
office and support staff
members and provide more

information about the year.
We will then ask that each
family follow their stu-
dent’s class schedule.

Following the classroom
visits, parents are invited
back to the gym for a social
time to greet teachers and
other parents. We look for-
ward to your participation.
Because this is an indoor
school activity, all at-
tendees must wear masks
and follow all COVID safe-
ty protocols.

2021-2022 Daily Start and End Times

The GHS day begins at 8:00 A.M. and ends at 2:40 P.M. Mon., Tues.,
Thurs, and Fri. The school day ends at 1:40 P.M. on Wednesdays.

Included in this letter are
key dates and important
information pertinent to the
reopening of our school
building. Please pay close
attention to the information
provided in this letter.
Welcome, Timberwolves!

Class Schedules

Individual Student
Class Schedules are
now available through
Skyward Family/
Student Access. To
reach the schedule, go
to the District website at
goldendaleschools.org
and find the “Skyward”
link at the bottom. We
are also sending a copy
of the schedule with this
mailing.

Mrs. Lee will be
available for calls or
appointments if you
have questions or con-
cerns about student
schedules. Please call
773-5846.

It is our hope to
have schedules finalized
before the first day of
classes on September 1.
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SEPT. 1,2,3 SCHEDULE (Tentative) covli D PROTOCOLS*
: As of the writing of this newsletter,
Wednesday, September 1 Thurs. & Fri., Sept. 2 & 3 all staff and students are required
NAV 8:00 - 8:10 Ist/ 5th Per. 8:00 - 9:05 to wear masks when indoors.
Ist Period 8:15— 8:45 2nd / 6th Per. 9:10 —10:15 Masks are not required outdoors.
2nd Per.iod 8:50—- 9:20 3rd / 7th Per. 10:20 —11:25 For students at school, social dis-
3rd Period 9:25—- 9:55 NAV 11:30 —11:40 tancing requirements have been
5th Period 10:00 —10:30 Lunch Pickup 11:40 —11:50 modified down to 3-feet for both
g?ﬁ gzr%og 1(1)?(5) - Hgg BUS 11:50 classroom and cafeteria. This in-
1o T . cludes contact tracing require-
Lunch Pickup 11:40 —11:50 Family ments which also move down to a
18 WE=ll Orientation (Th) 1 2 =80 1 EE N e T R 1

Family
1 0| Orientation (Th) 5:00-8 : O

Family
Orientation 1 2 :

should cut down on the number of
students required to quarantine
should we be informed of a COVID
positive case in the building. Stu-
dents who are fully vaccinated are

not required to quarantine if in

close contact with a positive

COVID case, but should watch for
any symptoms that may occur.
*Updates may cause

SEPTEMBER 1, 2, 3 STUDENT/FAMILY CONNECTION

When you come to the
school for your appointment,
we ask that you follow all of the
CDC safety protocols including
wearing a mask and social dis-

20 :

WHAT WILL INSTRUCTION LOOK LIKE?

Instruction will be delivered in
person, with full days, five days
a week (in a full week). Class
periods will be approximately
55 minutes each. This is a re-
turn to the full-day schedule

used in past years. We will
continue to use what we
learned during the past year-
and-a-half such as Google
Classroom and providing all
students with Chromebooks.

session. Teachers will reach
out to you in the next weeks to
make that appointment. We
will check out technology for
9th graders and ask that stu-

As you can see above, on each
of the first three days of the
new school year, on September
1, 2, and 3, students will have a
half-day of classes. Families

and students will be invited to
come back to the school
Wednesday or Thursday to
meet with their Navigation
teachers during a scheduled 20
-minute time slot. Those will be
Wednesday from 12:20 to 3:00;
or Thursday from 12:20 to 3:00
for the afternoon session or
5:00 to 8:00 for the evening

dents in grades 10 thru 12 bring
in their Chromebooks and
chargers so we can make sure
they are working. Teachers will
help students and parents re-
member how to log into Google
Classroom, Skyward, and
email, and determine what
needs a family may have for
internet or other resources.

tancing. The appointments will
be set for about 15 to 20
minutes per family.

Thank you for working with
us to help our community be
safe. Please contact me at
jwesterman@gsd404.org or

call (5609)773-5846 if you have
any questions, or if | can help
in anyway.

ALL STUDENTS EAT BREAKFAST & LUNCH FOR FREE!

Y7 Once again, breakfast and and provide lunch daily. Stu-
@ ¥ 4 lunch will be FREE for dents in the cafeteria must
=y «= Goldendale students K-12. maintain 3-foot minimum so-

GHS does have an open cam-
pus at lunch, but we encourage
students and families to take

School

Breakfast

The GHS cafeteria will serve
beginning at 7:40 for breakfast

cial distancing but need to
wear a mask only if not eating.

advantage of this opportunity
for free breakfast and lunch.

We hope this letter provides you with information that might ease your mind about the beginning of the
2021-2022 school year. If you have any questions or concerns regarding any of the information contained
in this letter, please feel free to contact the appropriate high school personnel at 773-5846 during regular
business hours. Thank you for your support as we undertake the important mission of educating your child
in a safe, positive, and academically challenging environment in this unprecedented time.
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STUDENT HANDBOOK AND STUDENT PLANNERS

Our Parent/Student Handbook is ac-
cessible online at any time on the
GHS Webpage. A paper copy can
be picked up in the office for those
who request it. Although the Student
Handbook does not contain every
building policy or rule, it does provide
students and parents with information

v,
-

- &
We are looking forward to the return to
the traditional sports calendar and num-
ber of contests for the 2021-2022 school
year. We want to extend our sincere
thanks to our out-going Athletic Direc-
tor, Ann Cochran, for the incredible
work she put in to keep us all updated
on the twists and turns of last year’s
highly fluid sports seasons.

As we thank Ann, please welcome
Matt Pakinas, our new Assistant Prin-
cipal and Athletic/Activities Director.
He comes to us with a strong back-

Y

about some of the most important day-
to-day procedures.

For students and parents who would
like to continue using a daily planner
book, those can be purchased through
the office for $3.00.  Any planner/
organizer, either in book form, on a
calendar program, or on a smartphone

ground in sports business and is eager to
work with all of our coaches, players,
and parents.

The beginning dates for fall sports
practices are Football on Sept. 18;
Cross Country, Soccer, and Volleyball
on Sept. 23. Mrs. Williams is in the
office to help clear athletes. Even if you
can’t start with practice on day one,
please consider turning out to be a
member of one of these great teams.

The first scheduled contests as of this
writing are Football at home vs White

app should be a daily part of instruc-
tion, student record-keeping, and pro-
ject planning (including assignment
due dates).

We encourage students to use these
kinds of real-life tools to support their
education while at school and at
home.

o
ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES UPDATE €502C8e

Salmon on Sept. 3, Soccer away vs
White Salmon on Sept. 9, and Volley-
ball at home vs Dayton-Waitsburg on
Sept. 7 (Jamboree Sept. 4 in Granger).
Cross Country’s first meet is still to be
determined.

fiPlease understand that as WIAA
makes adjustments, these dates and
plans may change. There will be spe-
cific instructions for sports to follow
in the next couple of weeks.0
Cheer and many of our Clubs are
starting soon!

Academics and Attendance: 0Good Standinge

As a district we believe that when stu-
dents miss school, they miss out. With
that in mind, we believe that the first
step to being successful in school is
being in school and passing classes.
The following academic/attendance
measures will be in place:

A. Academics: Ifa student is failing
more than one class during any giv-
en week, that student will drop out of
good academic standing and not be
able to participate in after school activ-
ities the following week. Grades are
checked every Thursday morning.
Academic Consequences: No stu-
dent who has lost good academic
standing will be allowed to play in or
attend sports events, attend dances, or
participate in special events at school
or activities that occur outside of the
normal school day. That consequence
is in effect the following Monday
through Saturday. Athletes are held to
a higher standard and cannot be
failing any classes. Athletes may
practice but not compete if failing
one class.

B. Regaining Good Academic
Standing: Students can regain good

academic standing if they improve to
only one class with a failing grade
(again, athletes must be passing all
classes). That standing goes into ef-
fect the following Monday through
Saturday. Students may also make up
time with a teacher in order to become
academically eligible on an event-by-
event basis. Students can document 30
minutes and turn in two assignments
with each teacher in classes with failing
grades.

C. Attendance: Ifa student has ten
(10) or more absences in a semester,
that student will drop out of good at-
tendance standing. That includes ex-
cused and unexcused absences unless
verified as medically excused or pre-
arranged with Administrative Approv-
al. Attendance Consequences: A stu-
dent who has lost good attendance
standing will not be allowed to play
in sports events, attend dances, or par-
ticipate in special events at school or
activities that occur outside of the nor-
mal school day until absences are
cleared as outlined below.

D. Regaining fiGood Attendance
Standing0 :If a student accumulates

ten (10) absences of any type in any
class in a semester, he or she may re-
gain good attendance standing by at-
tending the following:

e Before or after school study

time with a teacher

e “Team Study Table”

e Academy
For each day of absence, a student
MUST complete one (1) hour and have
it signed off by a supervisor/teacher.
Each hour of attendance in one of these
programs will reduce the total absences
by one day to return a total of absences
below ten (10). On a case by case basis
this time could be done with a specific
classroom teacher (dependent on the
teacher’s prior permission). The count
of absences begins at zero at the begin-
ning of each semester.
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Dattb August 2, 10
Tin840 AM to Noon

Location: Our school gym

IMBEHWIVES

"he staff and stude
Goldendale High S¢
Invite the Class of 2

The purpose of this orientation is to make the transjtion |
school to high school a positive one. The sole purpose i
students feel more comfortable as well as help them act
their first year of high school. Seniors and Juniors Wwill be
leaders and mentors to the freshman. You will also [recei:
from a Link Crew Leader personally inviting you to prien
are adapting the day to a Virtual format using Zoom. Mo
will be coming on how to log in. This is a student oply fu
have any questions, please contact Link Crew Coordinat
at daniel.schneider@gsd404.org or 509.773.5846.

In accordance with Federal law, the Goldendale School District is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender ex-
pression, gender identity, creed, religion, age, veteran or military status, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides
access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to John Westerman, Title IX, ADA/504 Director, Harass-
ment, Intimidation & Bullying Compliance Officer and Civil Rights Compliance Officer of Goldendale School District No. 404, 525 Simcoe Drive, Goldendale WA 98620 or
call (509) 773-58460r email to jwesterman(@gsd404.org. Goldendale School District is an equal opportunity employer, complies with all Federal Rules and Regulations, and
does not discriminate for all district employment opportunities. Goldendale School District is an equal opportunity employer, complies with all Federal Rules and Regulations,
and does not discriminate for all district programs and employment opportunities.

De acuerdo con la ley federal, el distrito escolar de Goldendale esta prohibido discriminar por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, orientacion sexual, expresion de
género, identidad de género, credo, religion, edad, veterano o situacion militar, discapacidad o el uso de un perro guia entrenado o animal de servicio por una persona con una
discapacidad, y proporciona acceso a los Boy Scouts of America y otros grupos juveniles designados. Para presentar una queja de discriminacion, escriba a John Westerman,
Titulo IX, ADA / 504 Director de, acoso, intimidacion y Oficial de Cumplimiento La intimidacién y el Oficial de Cumplimiento de los Derechos Civiles del distrito escolar de
Goldendale No. 404, 525 Simcoe Drive, Goldendale WA 98620 o llame al (509) 773-5846 o por correo electronico a jwesterman(@gsd404.org. El Distrito escolar de Goldendale
es un empleador de igualdad de oportunidades, cumple con todas las reglas y regulaciones federales, y no discrimina por todas las oportunidades de empleo de distrito. Distrito
escolar de Goldendale es un empleador de igualdad de oportunidades, cumple con todas las reglas y regulaciones federales, y no discrimina a contra los programas del distrito y
las oportunidades de empleo.
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