School Begins with Virtual Learning - Improved 200%!
August 2020
Special points of interest:
 September Open House
 Class Schedule

GHS
Newsletter
School Begins Wednesday, September 2!
We Begin with FAMILY ORIENTATION Meetings Wed, Thurs, Fri

 Virtual Learning

 First Three Days
 Athletics and Activities
 “Good Standing”
 Freshman Orientation

Dear Goldendale High School Parents and Students:
Goldendale
High School
Core Covenants
Respect
Integrity
Commitment
Positive Attitude

Welcome to the 2020-21
school year! We ar e cur rently preparing for Reopening Activities as we
welcome students and parents into Goldendale High
School to get technology,
textbooks, schedules, and
information on September
2, 3, or 4. We want to be
sure you and our students
have everything you will
need to be highly successful with a much improved
way to learn virtually.
The purpose of this
letter is to provide you

with initial information
regarding daily schedules,
expectations for student
engagement, and how this
model of learning will be
different than what was
provided last spring.
Included in this letter
are key dates and important information pertinent to the reopening of
our school building.
Please pay close attention
to the information provided in this letter. Welcome, Timberwolves!
John A. Westerman

Open House for Parents and Students, Sept. 15

Students
and Staff
Improving
Every Day!

This year, Goldendale High
School will host a Virtual
Open House for Parents
and Students after the
year begins using the Zoom
Meeting Application. The
purpose of the Open House
will be to inform parents
and students of graduation
and testing requirements, to
update rules and expectations, and give time for parents to hear from their students’ teachers.
This meeting is for All
Parents and Students attending the 2020-2021
school year. Again this will
be a Virtual Open House.
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We will begin with an
introduction of our office
and support staff members
and provide more information about the year. We
will then ask that each family follow links to presentations by the teachers of
your student’s classes.
Following the virtual
visits with the classroom
teachers, there will be an
opportunity for parents to
record their questions and
comments so that we can
respond to you personally
or to the group. We look
forward to your participation.

Class Schedules
When ready (hopefully by
August 19), individual
Student Class Schedules
can be viewed through
Skyward Family/
Student Access. To
reach the schedule, go to
the District website at
goldendaleschools.org,
then the Parent Resources
tab under Goldendale
High School to find the
“Family Access” tab.
Parents and Students can
log in to see the student
schedule. It is our hope
this will be useful in looking at which three classes
your student will have for
each two week rotation of
our Virtual Learning
Class Schedule (see explanation next page).
Beginning August 24,
Mrs. Lee will be available
for calls or appointments
if you have questions or
concerns about student
schedules. You can
reach the Counseling Center at 773-5846.
It is our hope to have
schedules finalized before
the first day of classes on
September 2.
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VIRTUAL LEARNING SCHEDULE***
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays

1ST or
2ND or

PERIOD
PERIOD

8:00– 9:30
9:45–11:15

90 MIN
90 MIN

11:15–11:50

35 MIN

11:50– 1:20

90 MIN

*****************************************************************

LUNCH

****************************************************************

3RD or

PERIOD

*****************************************************************

STUDENT IND STUDY
1:20– 2:20
60 MIN
TEACHER OFFICE HOURS
1:20-–3:15

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STUDENT DAY

8:00– 2:20

335 MIN

NAVIGATION (Advisor y) 8:00– 9:50
STUDENT IND STUDY 10:00–12:00

110 MIN
120 MIN

Wednesdays

*****************************************************************

LUNCH

12:00–12:30

30 MIN

STUDENT IND STUDY

12:30- 2:20

110 MIN

*****************************************************************

LEARNING VIRTUALLY.
Although we know the details
are subject to change based on
information from the state and
Department of Health, the following is the current plan for
the class time schedule for students. After the first 3 days of
school during which we will engage mainly through NAV, we
will run Periods 1,2,3 for two
weeks beginning September 8;
then
for two
weeks beginning September
21. We’ll rotate back to 1,2,3
again on October 5 and keep
repeating the two week rotations. This is to keep the students from being overwhelmed
by too many subjects at once.
Attendance will be taken during
those class times.

What Will Instruction Look Like?
Instruction will be delivered in
two ways: Asynchronously (not
live): This takes many forms.
It could be recorded in a video
format for students to watch as
the teacher presents the lesson;
be found in Google Classroom or
on Google Drive so students can
gather materials, resources, text,

video, assignments, or projects;
or by using textbooks and embedded assignments. Asynchronous lessons can usually be
completed more independently.
Synchronously (Live): These
will usually be done using Zoom
Meetings or other technologies
that allow the teacher to interact

with the students in real time.
On average, teachers will use
both delivery methods, Asynchronous and Synchronous,
equally.
Because our teachers will be
in their rooms at school, students can also call for help when
working independently.

September 2, 3, 4 Student/Family Orientation
During the first three days of the
school year on September 2, 3,
and 4, students and families will
be invited to come to the school
to meet their Navigation teachers and check out technology,
textbooks, and materials.
Teachers will help students and
parents log into Google Classroom, Skyward, and email, and
determine what needs a family

may have for internet or other
resources.
When you come to the
school for your appointment, we
ask that you follow all of the
CDC safety protocols including
filling out an attestation form,
wearing a mask, and social distancing. The appointments will
be set for 20 minutes per family.
This will allow us to control the

number of people in the building at once. We will reach out
to you in the next weeks to
make that appointment.
Thank you for working with
us to help our community be
safe. Please contact me at
jwesterman@gsd404.org or
call (509)773-5846 if you have
any questions, or if I can help
in anyway.

We hope this letter provides you with information that might ease your mind about the beginning of the
2020-2021 school year. If you have any questions or concerns regarding any of the information contained
in this letter, please feel free to contact the appropriate high school personnel at 773-5846 during regular
business hours. Thank you for your support as we undertake the important mission of educating your child
in a safe, positive, and academically challenging environment in this unprecedented time.
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Student Handbook and Student Planners
The Student/Parent Handbook will
have two versions–One for Virtual
Learning, and one for In Person
Learning. We are working on the Virtual version. When it is ready for distribution, we will post it to our website and can make printed copies upon
request. Both contain information

about academics, athletics, attendance,
graduation requirements, fees, student
discipline, grading, and building procedures and expectations. We will
post the 2020-2021 In Person version
to the website soon so that parents and
students can review some of the details that are typically in place year to

year when we are in person.
Unlike some student handbooks, a
planner is not included. We will have
a few planners available at the school
for students who find it more helpful
than keeping track of assignment and
appointment electronically. We will
rely mostly on Google Applications.

Athletics & Activities Update
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the
Washington Interscholastic Activities
Association has had to make some incredibly tough decisions regarding
sports seasons for the 2020-2021 school
year. Goldendale High School Athletic
Director Ann Cochran has shared the
following updated information regarding the WIAA Seasons.
 No fall sports Season 1 for our area
because we don’t participate in the
alternative sports scheduled.
 August 17–Sept. 27 will be a dead-

time, where no sport-specific coaching can occur.
 September 28–November 30 will be
out-of-season coaching time when
coaches can work with their athletes.
The athletic department will work
together to come up with schedules to
accommodate multiple-sport athletes.
Any activities that occur must meet
health department criteria.
 December 28–February 28 will be
Season 2: basketball, wr estling,
and cheer.

 March 1–May 1 will be Season 3:

volleyball, girls’ soccer, cross country, cheer, football (with football
starting practice Feb. 17th to accommodate the extra practices required)
 April 26–June 27 is Season 4: tennis,
baseball, softball, track, golf.
“Understand that as WIAA makes
adjustments, these dates and plans
may change. There will be specific
instructions for clearing athletes to
follow in the next couple of weeks.”
Many of our Clubs are starting soon!

Academics and Attendance: “Good Standing”
As a district we believe that when students miss school, they miss out. With
that in mind, we believe that the first
step to being successful in school is
being in school and passing classes.
The following academic/attendance
measures will be in place:
A. Academics: If a student is failing
more than one class dur ing any given week, that student will drop out of
good academic standing and not be
able to participate in after school activities the following week. Grades are
checked every Thursday morning.
Academic Consequences: No student who has lost good academic
standing will be allowed to play in or
attend sports events, attend dances, or
participate in special events at school
or activities that occur outside of the
normal school day. That consequence
is in effect the following Monday
through Saturday. Athletes are held to
a higher standard and cannot be
failing any classes. Athletes may
practice but not compete if failing
one class.
B. Regaining Good Academic
Standing: Students can regain good
academic standing if they improve to
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only one class with a failing grade
(again, athletes must be passing all
classes). That standing goes into effect the following Monday through
Saturday. Students may also make up
time with a teacher in order to become
academically eligible on an event-byevent basis. Students can document 30
minutes and turn in two assignments
with each teacher in classes with failing
grades.
C. Attendance: If a student has ten
(10) or more absences in a semester,
that student will drop out of good attendance standing. That includes excused and unexcused absences unless
verified as medically excused or prearranged with Administrative Approval. In addition, students not in good
attendance standing may not be able
to receive a grade higher than a C– in
any class. Attendance Consequences:
A student who has lost good attendance
standing will not be allowed to play
in sports events, attend dances, or participate in special events at school or
activities that occur outside of the normal school day until absences are
cleared as outlined below.
D. Regaining “Good Attendance

Standing”: If a student accumulates
ten (10) absences of any type in any
class in a semester, he or she may regain good attendance standing by attending the following:
● Before or after school study
time with a teacher (Virtual)
● “Team Study Table” (Virtual)
● Academy (when in person)
For each day of absence, a student
MUST complete one (1) hour and have
it signed off by a supervisor/teacher.
Each hour of attendance in one of these
programs will reduce the total absences
by one day to return a total of absences
below ten (10). On a case by case basis
this time could be done with a specific
classroom teacher (dependent on the
teacher’s prior permission). The count
of absences begins at zero at the beginning of each semester.
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Date:
Time:

The staff and students of
Goldendale High School
Invite the Class of 2024
and New Students
To the twelfth annual
Link Crew Student Orientation

Student
Orientation

The purpose of this orientation is to make the transition from middle
school to high school a positive one. The sole purpose is to help
students feel more comfortable as well as help them achieve success in
their first year of high school. Seniors and Juniors will be serving as
leaders and mentors to the freshman. You will also receive a phone call
from a Link Crew Leader personally inviting you to orientation day. We
are adapting the day to a Virtual format using Zoom. More information
will be coming on how to log in. This is a student only function. If you
have any questions, please contact Link Crew Coordinator Danny Schneider
at daniel.schneider@gsd404.org or 509.773.5846.
In accordance with Federal law, the Goldendale School District is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender expression, gender identity, creed, religion, age, veteran or military status, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides
access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to John Westerman, Title IX, ADA/504 Director, Harassment, Intimidation & Bullying Compliance Officer and Civil Rights Compliance Officer of Goldendale School District No. 404, 525 Simcoe Drive, Goldendale WA 98620 or
call (509) 773-5846or email to jwesterman@gsd404.org. Goldendale School District is an equal opportunity employer, complies with all Federal Rules and Regulations, and
does not discriminate for all district employment opportunities. Goldendale School District is an equal opportunity employer, complies with all Federal Rules and Regulations,
and does not discriminate for all district programs and employment opportunities.
De acuerdo con la ley federal, el distrito escolar de Goldendale está prohibido discriminar por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, orientación sexual, expresión de
género, identidad de género, credo, religión, edad, veterano o situación militar, discapacidad o el uso de un perro guía entrenado o animal de servicio por una persona con una
discapacidad, y proporciona acceso a los Boy Scouts of America y otros grupos juveniles designados. Para presentar una queja de discriminación, escriba a John Westerman,
Título IX, ADA / 504 Director de, acoso, intimidación y Oficial de Cumplimiento La intimidación y el Oficial de Cumplimiento de los Derechos Civiles del distrito escolar de
Goldendale No. 404, 525 Simcoe Drive, Goldendale WA 98620 o llame al (509) 773-5846 o por correo electrónico a jwesterman@gsd404.org. El Distrito escolar de Goldendale
es un empleador de igualdad de oportunidades, cumple con todas las reglas y regulaciones federales, y no discrimina por todas las oportunidades de empleo de distrito. Distrito
escolar de Goldendale es un empleador de igualdad de oportunidades, cumple con todas las reglas y regulaciones federales, y no discrimina a contra los programas del distrito y
las oportunidades de empleo.

